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BEGIN UNCLASSIFIED 

1. FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF COMMUNIQUE ISSUED AFTER FOUR HOUR 
MEETING OCT. 20 BETWEEN RHODESIAN PRIME MINISTER IAN SMITH 
AND SOUTH AFRICAN PRIME MINISTER VORSTER: 

"THE TWO PRIME MINISTER, SUPPORTED BY THEIR DIFFERENT 
MINISTERS PRESENT, HAD CANDID DISCUSSIONS. 
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INTERVIEW WERE NOT INTENDED IN ANY WAY TO CRITICISE THE 
SOUTH AFRICAN PRIME MINISTER, MR. VORSTER, FOR HIS 
LAUDABLE EFFORTS TO ACHIEVE PEACE IN SOUTHERN AFRICA. 

IN FACT, HE HAD BEEN A WILLING PARTY HIMSELF TO MR. 

VORSTER’S EFFORTS. 

"MR. SMITH, THEREFORE, HAS APOLOGISED TO MR. VORSTER 
FOR ANY EMBASSASSMENT CAUSED BY HIS REMARKS DURING 
THE RELEVANT T.V. INTERVIEW, AND ASSURED HIM THAT THERE 
WAS NO INFERENCE THAT MR. VORSTER HAD IN ANY WAY ATTEMPTED 
TO INTERFERE IN RHODESIAN S INTERNAL AFFAIRS. 

"THE RHODESIAN DELEGATION ONCE AGAIN EXPRESSED THEIR 
HIGH APPRECIATION FOR MR. VORSTER'S EFFORTS TO PROMOTE 
A MORE FAVORABLE CLIMATE FOR A PEACEFUL SETTLEMENT. 

"BOTH PRIME MINISTERS HAVE AGREED THAT GENUINE 
ATTEMPTS SHOULD ME MADE TO PURSUE POLICIES LEADING TO 
PEACE IN SHOUTHER AFRICA. 

"THE RHODESIAN PRIME MINISTER INFORMED MR. VORSTER 
THAT HE IS MAKING EVERY EFFORT TO INAUGURATE TALKS 
AIMED AT SOLVING RHODESIA'S CONSTITUTIONAL PROBLEMS." 

END UNCLASSIFIED 

BEGIN CONFIDENTIAL 

2. COMMENT: SOUTH AFRICAN PRESS HAS PLAYED MEETING 
AND SUBSEQUENT "APOLOGETIC "COMMUNIQUE AS PUBLIC CRO- 
EATING FOR SMITH. WHEN QUESTIONED BY AMBASSADOR AT 
DINNER AT RESIDENCE EVENING OCT. 20, SAG DFA SECY FOURIE 
WAS FAR FROM GLOATING OR ENTHUSIASTIC. FOURIE NOTED 
SOMBERLY THAT MEETING HAD DEVELOPED AT SMITH’S INITIA- 
TIVE AND THAT, DESPITE FOUR HOURS OF GRUELING CONVERSA- 
TION, SAG STILL REMAINS UNCLEAR ABOUTH INTENT OF SMITH’S 
TELEVISION INTERVIEW STATEMENTS, WHAT, IF ANY, NEXT STEPS 
HE PLANS IN NEGOTIATION EXERCISE AND, MOST IMPORTANTLY, IF HE 
TRULY WANTS A SETTLEMENT OR NOT. WE EXPECT THAT MORE 
INFORMATION ON SUBSTANCE OF TALKS WILL SEEP OUT IN NEXT 
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FEW DAYS AND WILL REPORT ASAP. END CONFIDENTIAL. 

BOWDLER 
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